


EARLY EDUCATION 
APPRENTICESHIP TRACKS

No prior work 
experience

Complete 
EEI and 

concentration 
classes

Obtain valid 
CDA

Complete 
remaining  
on-the-job 

learning  
(2,000 hours)

Expired or no 
CDA or other 

qualifying 
related 

instruction

Complete 
EEI and 

concentration 
classes

Obtain valid 
CDA

Complete 
remaining  
on-the-job 

learning  
(1,000 or  

2,000 hours)

Prior related 
work 

experience

Request credit 
for prior work 

experience

Complete 
EEI and 

concentration 
classes

Receive credit 
for up to 

1,000 hours 
of prior work 
experience

Complete CDA, 
remaining 

education and 
on-the-job 

learning

Active CDA or 
other related 

instruction

Request 
credit for prior 

instruction

Complete 
EEI and 

concentration 
classes

Receive credit 
for qualifying 

related 
instruction

Complete 
remaining 

education and 
on-the-job 

learning

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATOR I CERTIFICATE

ECE I Certificate 
Holder / Some 

College Credit /
AA in other field

Complete 
A.A.S. in Child 
Development

Request credit 
for prior work 

experience

Complete 
remaining  
on-the-job 

learning  
(1,000 - 2,000 

hours)

ECE II 
Certificate 

Holder/A.A.S. 
in Child 

Development/
BA in other field

Complete 
B.A.A.S. Child 
Development 

and Family 
Studies

Request credit 
for prior work 

experience

Complete 
remaining  
on-the-job 

learning  
(1,000 - 2,000 

hours)

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATOR II 
CERTIFICATE

EARLY 
CHILDHOOD 

EDUCATOR III 
CERTIFICATE
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Department of Labor  
Non-Expiring Credential

ECE I ECE II ECE III

Award Held at  
Completion of Program

CDA Associate of Applied Science 
in Child Development

Bachelor of Applied Science 
in Child Development and 
Family Studies

Institution for  
Instruction

Camp Fire Currently TCC Currently Tarleton

Average Length  
of Program

1-2 years 2-3 years 3-5 years

Features Can apply up to
9 college hours
toward AAS

Can apply up to
33 college hours
toward BAAS

Includes non-expiring
early childhood
director credential

Depth of Knowledge  
and Competence

Completers are prepared to 
work with young children, 
birth through age 8. 
Completers are introduced
to the Professional 
Standards and 
Competencies.
Completers can apply their
introductory knowledge and
understanding of the 
Professional Standards and 
Competencies.
Along with the pedagogical
knowledge and skills 
identified in the 
Professional Standards and 
Competencies, completers 
have high school–level 
knowledge in core
content areas of math, 
science, English, social 
studies/history, physical 
education, visual arts, and 
performing arts.

Graduates are prepared to 
work with young children, 
birth through age 8. 
Graduates know and
understand the essential 
aspects of Professional 
Standards and
Competencies with a strong 
focus on young children in 
birth through age 5 settings.
Graduates can apply their 
essential knowledge and 
understanding of the 
Professional Standards and
Competencies with a strong 
focus on young children in 
birth through age 5 settings.
Along with the pedagogical
knowledge and skills 
identified in the 
Professional Standards and 
Competencies, graduates
have introductory college-
level knowledge of content 
areas (linguistics, literature, 
the arts, mathematics, 
science, and social studies) 
through dedicated general 
education courses.

Graduates are prepared to 
work with young children, 
birth through age 8. 
Graduates know and
understand the essential 
aspects of Professional 
Standards and
Competencies with a strong 
focus on young children 
in birth through grade 3 
settings. Graduates can 
apply their essential
knowledge and 
understanding of 
Professional Standards and
Competencies, including 
age-appropriate content 
pedagogy, with a strong 
focus on young children in
birth through grade 3 
settings. 
Along with the pedagogical
knowledge and skills 
identified in the 
Professional Standards and 
Competencies, graduates 
have essential college-level 
knowledge of content areas 
(linguistics, literature, the 
arts, mathematics, science, 
and social studies) through 
dedicated general education 
courses.

EARLY EDUCATION APPRENTICESHIP 
CERTIFICATIONS
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