
Career Pathway Early Education &

Levels with 
1 Year of 

Full-Time 
Experience

Levels with 3 
or More Years 
of Full-Time 
Experience

Levels with  
No Experience Highest Certification or Degree/ Education

Entry Level High School Diploma or Equivalent Level 1 Level 2

Level 1
High School Diploma or Equivalent 
AND At LEAST 3 Credit Hours 
Related to Early Childhood

Level 2 Level 3

Level 2
Child Development Associate 
(CDA), Current & Valid Level 3 Level 4

Level 3
Early Childhood Technical Certificate 
WITH One-Year Certificate; Child Care 
Development Specialist (DOL)

Level 4 Level 5

Level 4
Associate Degree in Early Childhood 
Education or Related Field WITH AT LEAST 
12 Credit Hours Related to Early Childhood

Level 5 Level 6

Level 5
Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood 
Education or a Related Field WITH AT LEAST 
12 Credit Hours Related to Early Childhood

Level 6 Level 7

Level 6
Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education 
or Related Field WITH AT LEAST 12 Credit 
Hours Related to Early Childhood

Level 7 Level 8

Level 7
Doctoral Degree in Early Childhood Education 
or Related Field WITH AT LEAST 12 Credit 
Hours Related to Early Childhood

Level 8 Level 9

*All levels require ongoing Professional Development.



LEVEL 4

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 5

LEVEL 6

LEVEL 7

LEVEL 3

LEVEL

ENTRY

LE
VEL 2

* or related field

Bachelor’s in Early Education *

H
ig

h 
Sc

ho
ol Diploma plus 3 Credit Hours relate

d 
to

 E
ar

ly
 C

hild
hood

Le
ve

l 2
Car

ee
r F

or
es

t
Bachelor’s in Teaching with Certification

Doctoral Degree

Master of Science
 in

 C
h

ild
 a

nd
 F

am
ily

 S
tu

di
es

Ass
ociate’s Degree (Community Colle

ge)

Early
 C

hi
ld

ho
od

 T
ec

hn
ica

l C
ertifi

cate Child Development Associates Credential

High School D
iploma or Equivalen

t

Master of Educatio

n in
 C

hi
ld

 a
nd

 F
am

ily
 S

tu
di

es

LEVEL 5

LEVEL 6

Assistant Director • Assistant Director - CC • Center Director

Consultant • Director - CC • Director - HS • Director Mentor

ECE Coach • ECE Specialist - ECI • ISD Parent Educator

ISD Teacher Assistant • Lead Teacher • Mentor/Coach

Owner • Teacher • Trainer/Instructor

Congratulations!

Start Here!

Level 4 Career Forest

Assistant Director • Assistant Director - CC

Center Director • Director - CC • Director Mentor

ISD Parent Educator • Lead Teacher • Teacher

Level 5

Career Forest

Assistant Director • C
enter Director

Consultant • C
ontent Coordinator

Director - H
S • Director Mentor

ECE Coach • ECE Specialist - E
CI

ECI/ECE Specialist • IS
D Teacher
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Teacher ISD - with cert.

Trainer/In
structor

Level 6 Career Forest

Assistant Director • College Teacher

Consultant • Content Coordinator • Director

Director - HS • ECE Coach • ECE Specialist - ECI

ECE Therapist • ECI/ECE Specialist

ISD Teacher • Mentor/Coach • Owner

Policy Advocate • Regional Director

Teacher ISD - with cert. • Trainer/Instructor

Level 7

Career Forest

Executive

Policy Advocate

Trainer/Instructor

University Professor
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Level 3 Career Forest

Apprenticeship 
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Wherever you landed on your 

career pathway, you are a Winner!

Career PathwayEarly Education &

CC Childcare Center
HS Head Start
ISD Independent School District
ECI Early Childhood Intervention
ECE Early Childhood Education
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